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NEW VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF FORESTRY
PROGRAM PROVIDES FREE RIPARIAN BUFFERS

Improving Virginia’s water resources with free assistance for landowners

CHARLOTTESVILLE, VA — The Virginia Department of Forestry (DOF) is announcing a new program that
provides landowners free, flexible riparian forest buffer installation plus one year of maintenance. The
Riparian Forests for Landowners (RFFL) program is a unique watershed-based partnership including DOF,
the Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay, Friends of the Rappahannock, James River Association, Terra
Habitats LLC, and York River Steward.

Riparian forest buffers are transition areas that protect streams, creeks or other water features by
capturing sediment, nutrients and pollutants in the soil before they reach the water.

This program is open to all Virginia private property owners including homeowner associations and civic
leagues in rural, urban and suburban areas. Funding is provided by the Inflation Reduction Act through
the USDA Forest Service and the Commonwealth of Virginia’s Water Quality Improvement Fund Act.
Complete this survey-style Landowner Interest Form and a DOF forester or partner organization
representative will contact you.

“This turnkey program covers free services including planning, site preparation and planting of buffers,
as well as one year of maintenance,” said RFFL Program Coordinator Deya Ramsden. “Trees established
in these buffers will act as filters to provide cleaner water, reduce erosion and flooding, and help
replenish underground aquifers.”

DOF is accepting continuous sign-ups for this program until funding is depleted. Eligible projects will be
awarded on a first-come, first-served basis with planned buffer establishment from fall 2024 to spring
2025, with follow-up maintenance support through 2026.

Buffer installation details:

e Buffers can be installed on open land adjacent to a water feature where a forested buffer of at
least 35 feet in width from the water’s edge can be planted.

e Existing buffers may be expanded up to 300 feet from the water’s edge.

e Buffers may be planted with pine seedlings, hardwood seedlings or a mix of both.

e Buffers must be at least 35 feet wide and no greater than 300 feet wide per side from the
water’s edge.

e Land must have less than 20% coverage by invasive plant species to qualify for this program.

e Landowners must agree to retain the buffer as forest for 15 years.

The water feature may be any of the following bodies of water, including:
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https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/d200af56b0d54ca6a654f9713570ff04

e Streams

e Rivers

e Lakes, ponds and reservoirs/municipal water supplies

e Seeps and springs

e Karst features

e Sloughs

e Wetlands

e Water features within wetlands

e Fresh and saltwater marshes

e |[rrigation ditches, canals and other man-made water features

More information
For more information, visit the DOF website.
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About the Virginia Department of Forestry

The Virginia Department of Forestry (DOF) protects and develops healthy, sustainable forest
resources for Virginians. With 16 million acres of forestland and more than 108,000

Virginians employed in forestry, forest products and related industries, Virginia forests provide an
overall economic output of more than 523 billion annually. Headquartered in Charlottesville, the
agency has forestry staff members assigned to every county to provide citizen service and public
safety protection across the Commonwealth, which it’s been doing now for more than 100 years.
DOF is an equal opportunity provider.


https://dof.virginia.gov/water-quality-protection/water-quality-protection-landowner-assistance/financial-assistance-programs-protecting-water-quality/riparian-forests-for-landowners-program/

